The West Virginia Department of Education is offering PALS Premier
for K through 3rd Grade to all districts free-of-charge.
WVDE believes that literacy is fundamental to

students who may not read at grade level by third

student growth for all students in West Virginia, and

grade.

is prioritizing the screening, diagnostic, and progress
monitoring of students in grades K through 3. While
there are various programs being used throughout
the state, WVDE’s intent is to offer a teacher-led
universal screener, rather than a computer-adaptive

To Achieve This Goal
WVDE is offering Phonological Awareness
Literacy Screening (PALS) to all districts
free–of–charge.

assessment, that will be a key part of intervention for

Why Is WVDE offering PALS?
PALS is a research-based

response to the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Early

instrument with strong

Intervention Reading Initiative.

technical adequacy. It is
a teacher-led assessment

PALS is used in all 50 states and recommended by

with screening, diagnostic, and progress monitoring

leading associations:

that measures the fundamental components of

• American Educational Research Association

literacy in K through eighth grade.

• American Psychological Association
• National Council on Measurement in Education

PALS was developed in 1997 by Marcia Invernizzi,

• National Center on Response to Intervention

Ph.D. and colleagues at the University of Virginia in

PALS instructional resources, found in the PALS Online System,
promote balanced literacy instruction and are also compatible
with any instructional program.
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Order PALS Premier for your district

The PALS Premier Package for
PALS

PD

Support

• PALS online account

• Self-paced literacy courses

• Assessment Materials

• Monthly topical webinars

Literacy Specialists

• Teacher sets

• In-depth training tutorials

• Data analytics support

• Direct support from PALS

• Electronic Lesson Plans and

• Telephone technical and

instructional resources

literacy support

• Email support

Order at: https://tinyurl.com/WVPALS2018-19
PALS is available to PreK classrooms at no cost as well; however, each County Collaborative Early
Childhood Team will need to determine whether or not PALS meets the needs of the WV Universal
Pre-K program in the county prior to making a decision to participate.

For questions or more information
WVDE Office of Early Learning

PALS Team




PALSMarketplace.com



Nancy Walsh-Boeder

Charlotte Webb, M.Ed.
Coordinator of Elementary Education
ctwebb@k12.wv.us

PALS National Literacy Consultant
nwalshboeder@ioeducation.com
866-817-0726 x6



Lisa Ray
Coordinator, Early Learning Assessment
and School Readiness
lmray@k12.wv.us
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