
The West Virginia Department of Education is offering PALS Premier 
for K through 3rd Grade to all districts free-of-charge.

Why Is WVDE offering PALS?

WVDE believes that literacy is fundamental to 

student growth for all students in West Virginia, and 

is prioritizing the screening, diagnostic, and progress 

monitoring of students in grades K through 3.  While 

there are various programs being used throughout 

the state, WVDE’s intent is to offer a teacher-led 

universal screener, rather than a computer-adaptive 

assessment, that will be a key part of intervention for 

students who may not read at grade level by third 

grade.

To learn more about PALS, view the PALS Overview video.

To Achieve This Goal
WVDE is offering Phonological Awareness 

Literacy Screening (PALS) to all districts 

free–of–charge.

PALS is a research-based 

instrument with strong 

technical adequacy. It is 

a teacher-led assessment 

with screening, diagnostic, and progress monitoring 

that measures the fundamental components of 

literacy in K through eighth grade.  

PALS was developed in 1997 by Marcia Invernizzi, 

Ph.D. and colleagues at the University of Virginia in 

response to the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Early 

Intervention Reading Initiative.

PALS is used in all 50 states and recommended by 

leading associations:

• American Educational Research Association

• American Psychological Association

• National Council on Measurement in Education

• National Center on Response to Intervention
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Learn more at one of our recorded webinars

Features of PALS Premier

Introduction to PALS

http://bit.ly/pals-intro

Getting Started with PALS

http://bit.ly/pals-get-started

Print and Digital Assessment Materials
• Research-based assessments with strong technical adequacy

• Print teacher set

• Print student materials

• PALS consists of five instruments: PALS Pre-K for preschool students, 

PALS-K and PALS español K for kindergartners, PALS español 1-3 for 

students in grades 1-3, and PALS Plus for students in grades 1-8

• Mid-year assessment options available

• PALS Quick Checks for student progress monitoring throughout the year

Pre-Kindergarten assessments (Pals-PreK)
• Measures preschoolers’ developing knowledge of important literacy 

fundamentals

• Measure name writing, sound awareness, print and word awareness, 

rhyme and nursery rhyme awareness, and alphabet knowledge

• Identify children’s strengths and areas that may require attention

• Administered to four-year-olds in the fall of Pre-K in order to guide 

instruction during the year

• A second administration in the spring of Pre-K serves to evaluate progress
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PALS Plus (Grades 1-8 and PALS español 1-3)
• Used with children in grades 1-8 as a screening, diagnostic, and progress 

monitoring tool; available in English and Spanish

• Tasks included in PALS Plus provide explicit information and model strong 

literacy instruction

• Screen and identify students in need of additional instruction based on 

their Entry Level task scores

• Diagnose specific skill strengths and deficits

• Subsequent tasks for diagnosis of oral reading level

• Entry level tasks include spelling and word recognition in isolation

• Other tasks include oral reading (fluency, rate, accuracy, comprehension), 

alphabet recognition, letter sounds, concept of word, blending, and 

segmenting

Kindergarten assessment (PALS-K and PALS español K)
• Used with children in Kindergarten as a screening, diagnostic and progress 

monitoring tool; available in English and Spanish

• Measure children’s knowledge of important literacy fundamentals: rhyme 

awareness, beginning sound awareness, alphabet knowledge, letter 

sounds, spelling, concept of word, and word recognition in isolation

• Match literacy instruction to specific literacy needs

• Identify children who are relatively behind in their acquisition of funda-

mental literacy skills

• Score comparison with benchmarks

Online Score Entry
• Online score entry streamlines data entry and availability

• Guides teachers with task prompts

• Resources for planning instruction:

 • Interactive grouping function

 • Electronic lesson plan and activities database
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Diagnostic Reports
• Inform planning instruction

• Target specific literacy skills

• Identify students’ strengths and weaknesses

• Sortable by individual task scores

Progress Monitoring Reports
• Measure students’ progress

• Determine the effectiveness of instruction

• Celebrate growth!

Interactive Grouping Function 
The interactive grouping function uses assessment data to form 

flexible small groups for targeted instruction. After entering scores, 

the online system suggests groups based on students’ instructional 

oral reading levels and spelling stages. Teachers may refine the 

suggested groups for optimal instruction and produce grouping 

reports that organize each group’s instructional data, making 

planning instruction fast and effective.

Reporting
Once scores are entered, PALS reports provide instant access to student data. The PALS Reporting System 

provides reports at the student, class, school, and division level that identify at-risk students, diagnose 

instructional need, and monitor student progress.  

Resources
The PALS Online Score Entry and Reporting System links assessment to instruction. Use PALS assessment 

data to inform instruction with the planning instruction resources available only from PALS Online accounts.
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• Self-paced literacy courses

• In-depth training tutorials

• Evidence-based small group lesson plans for 

each stage of reading

• Monthly topical webinars presented by literacy 

specialists

• Direct literacy support from literacy specialists

• Support on data analysis

• Technical support

Progress Monitoring 
• PALS Online Score Entry and Reporting System provides downloadable mid-year progress monitoring 

assessments

• PALS Quick Checks are given every 2 - 3 weeks between PALS screening windows to measure progress in 

essential literacy skills

• Criterion-referenced assessments

• Tools that provide frequent feedback about the cumulative effect of classroom instruction (Tier I) and 

   supplemental reading intervention (Tiers II and III)

• Easy ongoing student progress monitoring from the PALS dashboard throughout the year

SupportpProfessional Development�
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PD
• Self-paced literacy courses

• Monthly topical webinars

• In-depth training tutorials

Support
• Direct support from PALS 

Literacy Specialists

• Data analytics support

• Telephone technical and 

literacy support

 PALSMarketplace.com

 Mercedes Cordero, Ph.D.

 National Account Executive

 mcordero@ioeducation.com

 (954) 667-9850

 Charlotte Webb, M.Ed.

 Coordinator of Elementary Education

 ctwebb@k12.wv.us

 Lisa Ray

 Coordinator, Early Learning Assessment 

 and School Readiness

 lmray@k12.wv.us

PALS Team WVDE Office of Early Learning

PALS
• PALS online account

• Assessment Materials

• Teacher sets

• Electronic Lesson Plans and 

instructional resources

• Email support

The PALS Premier Package for
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Order PALS Premier for your district

For questions or more information

Order for your district at: http://bit.ly/WVPALSOrder
PALS is available to PreK classrooms at no cost as well; however, each County Collaborative Early 

Childhood Team will need to determine whether or not PALS meets the needs of the WV Universal 

Pre-K program in the county prior to making a decision to participate.
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